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TRAFFIC SAFETY
Traffic safety is one of the issues that I hear most about from residents in 
our community, and it continues to be one of my top priorities as your City 
Councillor. Last term, my office requested 587 traffic studies in the former 
Ward 6. Together we have been making some significant improvements to 
the safety of our roads in our community, but there is still work to be done. 
I continue to work closely with our City’s Transportation Services division 
to request new traffic calming measures, more traffic studies, new signage, 
reduced speed limits, and finding innovative ways to get drivers to slow 
down on our streets.
Years ago, I started the SLOW DOWN sign campaign to help get the 
message to drivers that speeding is unacceptable. This campaign has since 
been adopted as a city-wide traffic safety initiative and signs are available 
from April 1st to November 30th. In 2019, my office delivered 464 SLOW 
DOWN signs to residents in Ward 3. In 2018, I moved a motion at Council to 
request that city staff work with the GPS navigation app Waze to distinguish 
School Safety Zones in their app, and if possible preclude navigation 
through these zones during school hours.

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Vision Zero Road Safety Plan
City Council adopted the Vision Zero Road Safety Plan in 2017, with the 
aim to reduce pedestrian related injuries and fatalities to zero. In order 
to help accelerate the plan’s initiatives, in March 2019 I requested that 
Transportation Services report back and outline what resources would be 
needed to expedite the installation of Vision Zero initiatives.
We have been making school zones safer by installing enhanced safety 
features to make it clear to drivers that they are travelling through a school 
zone. These new features include signage with flashing beacons, “School 
Zone” pavement markings, permanent “Watch Your Speed” signs, and zebra 
markings at school crosswalks. 
With Vision Zero, we now have the mobile “Watch Your Speed” program. 
You may have seen these signs rotating around Etobicoke-Lakeshore, which 
provide drivers with real-time feedback about their speed. These signs are 
placed at locations requested by residents. You and your neighbours know 
where drivers are speeding, help us find locations to place these signs by 
requesting one on your street by contacting me at councillor_grimes@
toronto.ca or 416-397-9273. For more information on this program please 
visit markgrimes.ca/post/_wysp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vision Zero 2.0  
On July 16th  2019, City Council adopted Vision Zero 2.0, which recommends a 
set of more extensive, proactive and targeted initiatives, informed by data and 
aimed at eliminating serious injury and fatalities on Toronto’s roads. The first 
round of Vision Zero initiatives focused more on a larger set of mostly shorter 
term improvements, Vision Zero 2.0 draws solutions from the 5Es of engineering, 
enforcement, education, engagement and evaluation. Vision Zero 2.0 will look at 
solutions such as lowering speed limits on arterial roads, installing more red light 
cameras, photo radar, changes to road design, etc. For more information please 
visit markgrimes.ca/post/visionzero2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Citizen Online Reporting Entry (C.O.R.E) 
 
We can continue to install traffic calming features and reduce speed limits 
everywhere, but at the end of the day we need the necessary enforcement 
to stop dangerous driving behaviour. We must take control of our streets and 
report dangerous driving to the police, which will allow them to respond to these 
concerns, as well as to keep track of areas of consistent complaints. If the police 
know which areas are being affected the most by dangerous driving, then they 
can deploy their resources more effectively. You can report this type of behaviour 
online to the Citizen Online Reporting Entry (CORE), at torontopolice.on.ca/
core. In addition you can also report it directly to 22 Division police at  
416-808-2200, or in cases of emergency situations to 911. 
We all must continue to be mindful of our own driving behaviour and be respectful 
of our neighbours and our community. 

Contact my office to request a SLOW DOWN sign

Contact my office to 
request a mobile “Watch 

Your Speed” sign 

Some of the School Safety 
Zone improvements include  

installing permanent WYS 
signs & flashing beacons

Alderwood Traffic Safety Meeting 

Enjoying the Lakeshore Village Community 
 Festival with Toronto Police Auxillary Officers
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HELPFUL RESOURCES
TORONTO TENANT HOTLINE
416-921-9494
 
TORONTO COMMUNITY HOUSING
Housing Connections: 416-981-6111
Info@torontohousing.com 

TORONTO HYDRO
416-542-8000
Streetlights Out: 416-542-3195
Contactus@torontohydro.com 

TORONTO POLICE SERVICE – 22 DIVISION 
Non-emergency line – 416-808-2200
Parking Enforcement – 416-808-2222, Option 4 
Parkingenforcementwest@torontopolice.on.ca 
 
311 TORONTO  
You can contact 311 for assistance at any time! 24 
hours, 7 days a week. Simply dial 311 from your phone,  
email 311@toronto.ca or visit toronto.ca/311

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
If you need assistance with any municipal issue, I am more than happy to meet you by 
appointment at my constituency office in the Etobicoke Civic Centre. I am also able to 
meet you at your home, City Hall or your preferred location in the community.

CELEBRATORY SCROLLS &  
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS
If you would like a commemorative scroll to celebrate a special occasion, please 
contact my office. We would be more than happy to assist you! I am also able to sign 
documents that require  
authorization by a  
Commissioner of Oaths. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
I know that many in our community struggle to find an affordable place to 
live. I continue to advocate for more afforable housing in all new housing  
developments to ensure that our community’s supply of affordable housing 
continues to increase with development.  
 
Housing Now Initiative 
On January 30th 2019, City Council approved  
the Housing Now plan to increase the supply  
of new affordable rental housing within mixed- 
income communities. The Housing Now plan  
will open up eleven surplus city-owned sites 
for the development of 10,000 residential units, 
where approximately 3,700 of those units will 
be used for affordable housing. Of these eleven properties, two of which are 
in Etobicoke-Lakeshore at 3741 and 3362 Bloor Street West. The City will 
retain ownership of the properties and will issue 99 year leases to the devel-
opers. In addition to providing affordable housing units, development propos-
als must include planning for complete communities, and new housing must 
be complemented by other community requirements such as community  
centres, child care centres, schools and parks.  
 

Tenants First Implementation Plan
In July 2019, City Council voted unanimously to adopt Tenants First, a  
transformational plan to create better living conditions and experiences for
tenants of Toronto Community Hous-
ing Corporation (TCHC). The plan also 
establishes a separate City organiza-
tion to manage and operate TCHC’s 
seniors-designated buildings. In 
November 2019, Council unanimously 
approved a new permanent funding 
model for TCHC,The new funding 
model provides stability and increas-
es the overall funding provided for 
TCHC’s operating and capital needs. 
The rent supplement-based model 
approved for implementation starting 
in 2020 is designed to bridge the gap 
between what a tenant can afford to 
pay and the actual cost of the housing.

Housing announcement at 
Griggs Manor with  

Mayor Tory and Deputy Mayor 
Ana Bailão

CLIMATE ACTION
City Council Declares Climate Emergency  
On October 2nd 2019, City Council decided to take a stronger approach 
to tackling climate change, by voting unanimously to declare a climate 
emergency. Toronto joined 800 other cities around the world in 
acknowledging the scale of the climate crisis, and committed to adopting 
stronger emissions reduction targets of net zero Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions (GHG) by 2050. Council directed staff to report back on how our 
TransformTO strategy could be accelerated to meet our new 2050 target.  
 TransformTO  
In 2017, Council adopted the TransformTO Climate Action Strategy. This 
plan lays out a set of long-term, low carbon goals and strategies to reduce 
local greenhouse gas emissions. Under this plan, Toronto’s GHG emissions 
reductions targets, based on 1990 levels are:
  • 30% by 2020
  • 65% by 2030
  • Net zero by 2050 or sooner  
Some of the ways that the plan aims to achieve these targets is through: 
Homes & Buildings
  • By 2030: All new buildings will be built to near zero GHG.
  • By 2050: 75% of energy will be renewable or low-carbon. 
 

Transportation
  • By 2050: 100% of vehicles will use low-carbon energy.
  • By 2050: 75% of trips under 5 km will be walked or cycled.
Waste Diversion 
  • By 2050, 95% of waste will be diverted from landfills.    
Reducing these emissions will require participation from all of Toronto’s 
communities and residents. For more information on TransformTO and how you 
can help reach these targets please visit markgrimes.ca/post/transformto. 
BetterHomesTO
Interested in making your home more comfortable and climate friendly? Then visit 
BetterHomesTO.ca. Through BetterHomesTO you can access information on the 
benefits of an EnerGuide Home Energy Evaluation, information on key upgrades 
(e.g. insulation, air source heat pumps
and solar PV) as well guidance on planning 
one’s renovation with energy efficiency in 
mind. You can also access information on 
available programs, rebates and incentives 
including the City’s Home Energy Loan 
Program (HELP), Enbridge’s Home 
Winterproofing Program, among others.

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
Development Application Tutorial   
Etobicoke-Lakeshore has been growing quickly for years, and continues to do so. I know that  
residents have many questions about the status of development applications in our  
community. To better assist you with getting the information that you want, I have created a tutorial 
to help you navigate the City of Toronto’s Development Application website. Visit markgrimes.ca to 
view the tutorial. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. 
 
 
 
 

Community consultation for 5415 Dundas Street W
Christie’s Site  
At the July 2019 Session of City Council, a settlement offer from the owners of the Christie’s lands was 
accepted. Previously, City Council had decided to retain these lands as “Employment Areas”, which was 
appealed to the Provincial level at the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (formerly the OMB). City Planning 
& Legal staff recommended that Council accept the settlement in order to avoid a contested LPAT  
hearing. We have lost at these provincial tribunals before, and I do not want to see us lose an  
opportunity to make significant improvements to our community. 

This settlement fits with my motions insisting that significant infrastructure needs in the area must be 
met before any new residential development occurs. This settlement preserves employment uses on the 
site, while paving the way for us to achieve some of our community’s major goals such as a Park Lawn 
GO station, infrastructure upgrades, and increasing the number of local jobs in our community. The City 
recently began the Secondary Plan process in order to create a comprehensive planning framework for 
the area.  Sherway Area Study  

Speaking with residents at the Christie’s  
Planning Study Open House

The City of Toronto initiated the Sherway Area Study in 2013 to review and update the existing planning and development framework for the area to manage 
growth and change. City Council adopted the Sherway Area Secondary Plan in October 2019, which guides incremental development through detailed Precinct 
Plans that reflect existing and planned local characteristics. Community open houses were held in May 2019, as well as previous community meetings in 2014, 
2015, and 2016. To read more about the Sherway Area Secondary Plan please visit markgrimes.ca.

Mimico Judson Secondary Plan  
In June 2018, I led my fellow City Councillors in a vote to reject the settlement offer proposed by the four main developers in 
the Mimico Judson Regeneration Area. In 2013, I initiated the process that involved numerous public consultations and  
community input that helped result in a comprehensive “secondary plan” crafted by
professionals and approved by City Council in 2016.The land owners appealed the 
City’s decision to the OMB as they wanted greater heights and densities than the sec-
ondary plan allowed for. City Planning and legal staff attempted to negotiate over sev-
eral months, and settlement offers were presented in June 2018 to City Council. The 
settlement offers ignored our requests for more affordable housing, fewer residential 
units, and a new day care facility. The developer proposals were appealed to the Pro-
vincial level at the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT). The LPAT ruled in favour of 
the developers on a number of the appeals. I have asked that the City withhold the order 
until Transportation Services can have an opportunity to address traffic related impacts 
on the community. 

TRANSIT 
Bringing our community reliable, efficient and accessible transit service has 
been one of my top priorities as your City Councillor. I have fought hard to 
ensure that my fellow City Councillors, the Mayor, and the TTC are aware of the 
critical transit situation in our Ward and I continue to work closely with the TTC 
to help bring more reliable transit to our community.
Recently, I wrote to TTC CEO Rick Leary to request that the TTC take into 
consideration our community’s growing population when planning their services. 
Too often do our community’s riders face overcrowding in the peak periods, 
inconsistent and infrequent bus times, and slow commutes.
In response to my letter, Mr. Leary has said that as per a TTC Board approved 
plan to improve on-time performance and reliability throughout the system, 
the TTC will be targeting routes across the city throughout 2019 and 2020 to 
improve reliability. A number of these routes are in our community such as the 
66 Prince Edward, the 76 Royal York South, 80 Queensway, and 501 Queen.  
 
80 Queensway
I requested that the TTC take into consideration future growth when planning 
the future of new and existing routes. Based on development applications 
submitted to the City’s planning department, we know that there will be several 
new developments along the Queensway. This provides us with an opportunity 
to plan for service that will be required in the future. Mr. Leary has said that the 
TTC will work with their partners at the City to understand growth along this 
corridor to identify future service requirements.  
 
501 Queen
Full, low-floor streetcar service began operating on 501 Queen in September. 
Additionally, the TTC has brought back the 508 Lake Shore streetcar during 
peak periods. This route provides direct travel between Long Branch and 
downtown via King Street.  

145 Downtown Express
In November 2019, the TTC began utilizing the King Street Priority Corridor 
to improve reliability on on all Premium Express routes, including the 145 
Downtown Express. 
 
Subway Accessibility
Work is underway to make all subway stations accessible as part of the 
TTC’s “Easier Access” station accessibility retrofit program. Construction to 
make Royal York station is underway, with elevator service anticipated to 
begin later this year. Elevator service is expected to begin at Old Mill station 
in 2024 and Islington station by 2025. 
 
176 Mimico GO
This route connects residents of Humber Bay Shores and Mimico directly 
with the Mimico GO station in order to help alleviate congestion on our roads 
and on our other transit routes. I have long advocated to the TTC to expand 
the route east of Park Lawn Road to help service the wider Humber Bay 
Shores community. In August 2019, this bus route was expanded to help 
connect more residents with GO services.  

Launching the 176 Mimico GO TTC route



What’s happening in  
Etobicoke-Lakeshore
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       12-20 Cordova Ave Development Refusal  
In June 2019, Community Council refused the Official Plan and Etobicoke Zoning Code amendment application at 12-20 
Cordova Avenue. The applicant sought to redesignate the lands to permit the construction of a 27- storey residential apart-
ment building. City planning staff recommended refusal on the grounds that the application would be an overdevelopment of 
the site. I, along with my fellow Councillors have directed City staff to continue to refuse this application in its current form. 

       26 Burnhamthorpe Road Development Application  
The property owners are seeking a change to the Official Plan and Zoning By-law to permit a townhouse development 
consisting of 123 stacked back-to-back 3.5 storey townhouse units. A community meeting was held on December 2nd 2019. 
Plans are available for reference on the City’s development application website.

        Mabelle Parkette Upgrades
I am excited to work with MABELLEarts and Toronto Community Housing to make improvements to the Mabelle Parkette. The 
improvements will create a beautiful new outdoor space complete with a new Field House, planted walls, textured concrete paths 
and a new Rain Garden. Stay tuned to www.markgrimes.ca for updates on this project. 

        Six Points Interchange Reconfiguration
Following 10 years of planning, consultation, engineering, and design, the Six Points reconfiguration is well 
underway. The reconfiguration supports the development of the area as a vibrant mixed-use, transit-oriented 
community, with a new street network, cycling facilities, and improved pedestrian connections. Construction 
on the project began in March 2017 and is anticipated to be completed Spring 2020. 

        Kipling Mobility Hub
Metrolinx is building a new Kipling GO bus terminal and renovating the existing station. Once completed, the new 
station will feature a new parking lot to the northeast of the new bus terminal with a kiss & ride and taxi area; updated 
train platform with a new accessible boarding area; new underground tunnels to make it easier to connect between 
the new GO/MiWay and existing TTC station; and pedestrian bridge over the train tracks to connect the new bus 
terminal to the GO train platform. The bus terminal is expected to be completed in 2020.

        Cloverdale Park
Improvements to Cloverdale Park were recently completed, which included a new playground, and I was 
thrilled to host a grand re-opening event last June.  
 

        Sherway Area Secondary Plan 
The City of Toronto initiated the Sherway Area Study in 2013 to review and update the existing planning 
and development framework for the area to manage growth and change. The study was completed, and 
the draft Sherway Area Secondary Plan was adopted by City Council in October 2019.

        Senator Marian Maloney Park
This park was recently completed with new green space, boardwalk, playground and splash pad. This park 
is named after the late Senator Marian Maloney, who served in the Canadian Senate from 1998-1999 and 
left an indelible mark on Canadian politics through her passion and efforts to encourage more women to get 
involved in politics. 

        Thirtieth Street Mural
Artists Nick Sweetman and Philip Cote recently completed their mural along the Thirtieth St. underpass 
between Akron and Elder. This mural was done through the City’s Street Art (StART) Program and 
enhances the space with beautiful First Nations inspired art, while also serving to deter graffiti. The mural 
celebrates the plants and animals whose natural habitat is the Toronto Shoreline. 

        Eighth Street Cenotaph Preservation
In February 2019, I requested immediate action to list 150 Eighth St. on the City’s Heritage Registry to preserve 
the Cenotaph on the site of the former Legion Branch 3. The Cenotaph currently sits on private lands that have 
been purchased for redevelopment. The Cenotaph will be relocated to a site in Colonel Samuel Smith Park near 
the Assembly Hall, to ensure that the Cenotaph will continue to be accessible to the public and to continue to 
serve as a symbol of remembrance. 

        Rotary Peace Park Shoreline Restoration 
The TRCA and the City recently completed stabilization work along the shore of Rotary Peace Park.  
The record high water levels experienced in the Spring of 2017 further exacerbated deterioration of the  
headland, increasing upland erosion along the shore. Work was completed in July 2019, and is a safe  
and aesthetically pleasing addition to the shoreline of this park. 

        ML Ready Mix
The City has purchased 29 Judson Street as per City Council direction. The purchase is the next step in relocating ML Ready Mix to 
the Port Lands. Under the terms of the agreement, ML Ready Mix as up to one-year to move their operations to their new site in the 
Port Lands. 

        Mimico-Coronation Park Clubhouse Upgrades
Upgrades to the Mimico-Coronation Park Clubhouse were recently completed, and will provide 800 hours of recreational 
services for the community. The $460,000 upgrades included accessibility improvements, upgraded washrooms, and 
improvements to heating and ventilation in the building. The building will facilitate summer camps for youth, early years 
and older adult programs

        Blue Goose Heritage Designation
On June 25th, I led Community Council in a vote to provide extra protections to the Blue Goose by voting to designate the building as a 
heritage site under the Ontario Heritage Act. The Blue Goose has been an icon within our community for generations, and I am thrilled 
that Community Council has agreed to pursue the extra protection that this property deserves.

        Grand Manitoba Park
The original plans for this park were much smaller, but I was able to ensure that the City retained a large portion of the adjacent 
land to expand the park and prevent another condo from being built on Manitoba St. Phase 1 of the project includes grading, 
infrastructure installation, loop trail, multi-purpose field, parking, splash pad, and a picnic area. Stay tuned to  
www.markgrimes.ca for updates on this project. 

        Humber Bay Shore Park Trail Improvements
In 2015, I moved a motion to request that staff look at improvements that can be made to bolster the safety 
of our waterfront trail. Last year we began the process with the completion of two nodes, one at the bottom 
of Palace Pier Court and the other at the entrance to Humber Bay Park East. This year we completed phase 
2 which connected these two nodes with a separated multi-use trail and a paved buffer zone to divide the 
multi-use trail with the pedestrian pathway. 

        Jean Augustine Pond Refurbishment 
Work has begun on Jean Augustine Pond and is anticipated to be completed in early 2020. The work 
intends to improve water quality in the pond and includes the addition of new catch basin to prevent runoff 
from entering the pond, raised armour stone edges, a new rubber membrane to prevent vegetation growth, 
new water spray feature to improve aeration and water circulation.

        Queensway Park Skating Trail
I was thrilled to host a grand opening event in February 2019 for the Queensway Park Skating Trail. I know 
that the community was waiting patiently for this skating trail to be completed, and now that it is open, it will 
provide an opportunity for everyone to enjoy more outdoor winter activities in our community. 

        Berry Road Food Co-op
Etobicoke’s first food co-op is opening soon at 150 Berry Road. This co-op will provide our community with access to 
affordable, local and responsibly produced food. I am fully supportive of this initiative for ourcommunity and I eagerly 
await their grand opening in early 2020.  

        Mid-Road Signs
Prince Edward Drive South near Sunnylea Junior School was selected as a location for the flexible mid-
road sign pilot program. Over the course of the pilot, city staff are assessing whether these signs are an 
effective means of traffic calming. I continue to support the use of these signs as a traffic calming  
mechanism.

        2915 Bloor St W Development Refusal 
A recent LPAT/OMB interim decision regarding 2915 Bloor Street West has generally upheld the 
Bloor-Kingsway Guidelines. The applicant has appealed this interim decision to Divisional Court. Myself 
and my fellow Councillors previously directed the City Solicitor and City Planning to oppose this applica-
tion at the LPAT/OMB. The City Solicitor and City Planning have standing instructions from City Council 
to oppose the 8 storey condo proposal. The City team will continue to defend the City’s position and the 
LPAT interim decision at Divisional Court and the LPAT as required.

        Royal York Subway Station Improvements
Construction continues to make Royal York Station Accessible. The bus loop re-opened in May 2019, and the 
completion of the Easier Access project to make the station fully accessible is anticipated to be completed by 
the end of 2019. 

        Tom Riley Park Upgrades
I have been working with City staff and the TRCA to bring in a new playground at Tom Riley Park for the residents 
in the Mabelle community. A community meeting will be held in 2020 to get feedback from the community about 
their new park. Be sure to sign-up for eNews for community meeting dates.  Lemonade For Love was a huge hit this 

year, with all procceeds going to the  
#CaptainXavierFund at Silver Creek Pre 

School. #KidsHelpingKids

Meeting with Leah Houston &  
Fadwa Ghanem from MABELLEarts

Visiting the Montgomery’s Inn  
Farmers Market

Celebrating the Raptors  
Championship with the 
one and only superfan, 

Nav Bhatia

Meeting with Trillium Health Partners

Cloverdale Park Grand Re-opening

Visiting the Eighth 
St. Cenotaph 

Ribbon Cutting for the Thirtieth 
Street Mural with artists Nick 

Sweetman & Phil Cote,  
Lakeshore Arts & StreetARToronto

The Long Branch Neighbourhood  
Association hosted their first annual  

Tree Fest this year

Economic & Community Development  
Committee meeting with Toronto’s Photo 

 Laureate, Michele Pearson Clarke

Welcoming kids from Pond Inlet, 
Nunavut on an exchange  
program with the Mimico  

Canadiens Hockey Association
Taste of the  

Kingsway 2019

Kicking off the Community 
Consulation Meeting for 2150 

Lake Shore Blvd W
I was honoured to 

once again take the 
Oath of Office last 

December

Ribbon Cutting for the  
Queensway Park Skating Trail 

The Waterfront Trail improvements 
in Humber Bay Shores Park,  

complete with a paved buffer zone 
and new line markings

Touring Haven on the Queensway

Mimico movie night was a 
 huge hit! Who doesn’t love the  

Princess Bride?


