
but please do so responsibly, with patience, and with respect 
for those workers who are getting back into the swing of things. 

Its taken years to build the business community we know and 
love in Etobicoke-Lakeshore, and resources were provided 
by each level of government to try and keep these business-
es afloat during the pandemic. The City of Toronto partnered 
with the tech industry to help small businesses transition to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ward programs that assisted businesses with wag-
es, rent, and utility costs during the height of the pan-
demic, and the City introduced the BusinessTO Sup-
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Stay Connected
Dear Neighbour, 
 
Over the past year and a half, it’s been hard for many of us to focus on anything other than the COVID-19 
Pandemic, and the impact that it’s had on our lives - but it’s slowly looking like we’re making a turn. 

Vaccinations are increasing, case counts are trending down, and every day it looks like things are getting 
closer to returning to normal, but we can’t take for granted the progress that we’re making, and we should 
all remain cautious as we work towards reopening. 

Throughout the pandemic, many projects were put on hold as resources were redeployed to respond to 
the threat of COVID-19, however, over the last several months we’ve been able to make some significant 
progress on projects important to our community. Etobicoke-Lakeshore has many beautiful parks and 
greenspaces, and throughout the pandemic we’ve seen just how important these amenities are – and we’re 
investing in these spaces to make them even better for our community. You’ll read about a number of these 
projects in this newsletter, but be sure to sign up for my weekly eNews at www.markgrimes.ca to stay up 
to date on community projects. 

As we move forward, please remember to keep following the advice from our public health officials. We’re 
in the home stretch here, and it’s because of the actions of every one of you who are continuing to do the 
right thing. 

Keep up the great work Etobicoke-Lakeshore. We’re not out of the woods yet, but we’ll get through this 
together. 
 
Your neighbour, 

COVID-19 
VACCINATIONS

Vaccination is a critical step in ensuring that we can start 
to get back to normal. The rollout of the COVID-19 vac-
cine in the City of Toronto has been a monumental under-
taking that required coordination with each level of gov-
ernment, the healthcare sector, our community partners, 
and all of you. Nearly 3 million doses of COVID-19 vac-
cine have been administered in Toronto, and many are 
now receiving their second shot, and are fully vaccinated. 
 
There is a role to play for each level of government in get-
ting everyone vaccinated. The Federal Government ap-
proves and secures vaccines, and then distributes them 
to the Provinces. The Ontario Government is responsi-
ble for developing a distribution plan for vaccine through-
out the Province, and then allocates vaccines to pub-
lic health networks, hospitals, pharmacies, and clinics. 
The City assists in the delivery of vaccines to peo-
ple in Toronto. Some of you may have gotten your 
shot at a local pharmacy, a clinic, or a hospital – and 

we are forever grateful to our healthcare partners for their en-
during efforts to get everyone vaccinated. Many of you have 
likely gotten your shot at one of the 9 city-run mass immuni-
zation sites, one of which is right here in Ward 3 at Clover-
dale Mall. Over the last several months, these 9 sites have 
been able to vaccinate a significant portion of our population, 
and they will continue to play an integral role in our ongoing 
vaccination efforts. If you haven’t yet booked your appoint-
ment, please visit www.toronto.ca/covid19 to book today. 
 
 
 
Ensuring that every community member can get vaccinated 
is crucial. In addition to our ongoing efforts to reach every 
corner of Toronto, the City has also provided over $5 million 
in grant funding to get vaccines to our most vulnerable pop-
ulations. There are 9 Vaccine Engagement Teams around 
the City, which are organized into geographic clusters. 

The South Etobicoke Cluster is made up of 11 partner 
agencies who are working to increase vaccination uptake 
among our most vulnerable residents, with a primary fo-
cus on areas that have been hardest hit by COVID-19. 
These agencies include LAMP CHC, Stonegate CHC, 
Storefront Humber, Mabelle Arts, Arab Community Cen-
tre of Toronto, Dorothy Ley Hospice, Humber College, 
Etobicoke Services for Seniors, Women’s Habitat, and 
Tibetan Canadian Cultural Centre. I want to thank all 
of these organizations for taking on this important task. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about the 
COVID-19 vaccine, or would like to book your vaccine  
appointment today please visit www.toronto.ca/covid19. 
Be sure to sign  up for my weekly eNews at www.mark-
grimes.ca to stay up to date on the City’s vaccination efforts.      
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If I can ever be of assistance with a 
municipal issue, don’t hesitate to  

reach out to me.

councillor_grimes@toronto.ca

416-397-9273

@mark_grimes

@themark.grimes

www.markgrimes.ca

SUPPORT 
LOCAL

Throughout this pandemic, the residents of Etobicoke-Lake-
shore have consistently demonstrated what it means to be 
a community. You’ve all supported each other, and taken 
steps to protect yourself, your loved ones, and your neigh-
bours. As we continue to rollout vaccinations throughout the 
City, we can start to cautiously look forward to getting back 
to the things we’ve missed over the course of the pandemic. 

The Province has announced their reopening plan, which will 
see many of our beloved businesses open their doors as we 
reach vaccination benchmarks over the next few months. Our 
local business community has been hit hard by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and now they have a chance to get back on their 
feet. I know that we’re all eager to get back to our favourite 
restaurants, get our hair cut, and shop for some new clothes, 

port Centre to provide one-on-one assistance to businesses. 
While these programs helped businesses during the height of 
the pandemic, they’re going to need your help moving forward.  
 
Please continue to shop local. It’s important to remember 
that it’s not just a business – it’s someone’s livelihood. That 
restaurant you love doesn’t just make your favourite meal, 
they also hired a dozen people from your neighbourhood. 
That barber around the corner doesn’t just know exactly how 
you like your hair, they’re working to keep a roof over their 
family’s head. That coffee shop doesn’t just make the best 
espresso, it employs the high school kid on your street who 
is saving up money to go to university. In 2019 there were 
over 4,500 business in our community who provided employ-
ment to 80,000 people. Of these businesses, 93% employed 
fewer than 50 people each. These small businesses are the 
ones that we have all come to know and love. Sadly, some of 
these have closed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
we have a chance to save the rest if we continue to support 
them by shopping local. Visit a patio or get take-out from a 
local restaurant, do some online shopping at your favourite 
local businesses, check out that new coffee shop you’ve been 
meaning to try – our businesses need your help. 

I know that many in our community struggle to find an afford-
able place to live, and I have worked to ensure that we’re 
building a steady supply of affordable housing in our Ward. I 
see the cost of housing rising in Toronto, and I’m concerned 
about how people are going to be able to afford to live in 
this City – this is why I have consistently voted in favour of 
policies that seek to bring more affordable homes into our 
communities, such as the HousingTO 2020-2030 Action 
Plan, which aims to approve 40,000 new affordable rental 
homes and 4,000 new affordable ownership homes by 2030. 

Perhaps one of the biggest projects within this Ac-
tion Plan is the Housing Now initiative. Through Hous-
ing Now, we’re leveraging city-owned land to build af-
fordable housing and create a mix of affordable rental, 
market rental, and housing ownership opportunities. Of 
the 17 sites City-wide, two are in Etobicoke-Lakeshore 

- at 3741 Bloor Street West (Bloor & Kipling) and 3326 
Bloor Street West (Bloor & Islington) - and will bring approx-
imately 1,190 affordable units to our community. On aver-
age, the affordable units created through Housing Now will 
rent for 80% of Toronto’s average market rent, and will be 
affordable for households earning between approximate-
ly $21,000 and $56,000 per year. Across the City, Housing 
Now will provide over 4,000 new affordable rental units. 
 
Consultations have been ongoing regarding these projects, 
and you can learn more and review the summaries of the 
community meetings by visiting createto.ca/housingnow. 

Be sure to sign up for my weekly eNews at www.mark-
grimes.ca for updates on this project. 

COMMUNITY  
RESOURCES

AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING

The Cloverdale Mall mass vaccination site in Ward 3 has 
been a critical part of the vaccine rollout in the City

Mass Vaccination Sites

Vaccinating Vulnerable Populations

Grabbing some take-out in  
Humber Bay Shores !

Some of you may be wondering how we got here.  
This chart from Housing Now shows the timeline of the 

plans for the area, which dates back to the 1990s. 

Open Door Affordable Housing  
Another component of the plan to bring more affordable 
housing to our communities, is the Open Door affordable 
housing program. This program provides financial incentives, 
and fast-tracks planning approvals to build more affordable 
housing units in the City. Since 2016, a total of 10,712 af-
fordable rental homes have been approved to receive Open 
Door program Support. In 2020, Open Door applications 
received by the City will bring an additional 971 affordable 
homes through 15 developments under the program, and 
these applications were approved by City Council on March 
10, 2021. Of the 15 sites, one is located at 7-9 Norris Cres-
cent, which is proposed to bring 33 affordable homes. 

a digital platform, like 
ShopHERE and Digital 
Main Street. Programs 
like CurbTO and CaféTO 
were brought in to assist 
businesses with curbside 
pick-up, and provide ad-
ditional space for outdoor 
patios. Both the Feder-
al and Provincial Gov-
ernments brought for-

The City of Toronto print unit is FSC certified

311 Toronto
311 is available to assist you 24/7. Dial 311,  

email 311@toronto.ca, or visit toronto.ca/311

Toronto Community Housing
Housing Connections: 416-981-6111

info@torontohousing.com
Toronto Hydro
416-542-8000 

Streetlights Out: 416-542-3195
contactus@torontohydro.com

Non-Emergency Line: 416-808-2200 
Parking Enforcement: 416-808-2222; Option 4

Toronto Police 22 Division
www.toronto.ca/covid19 www.ontario.ca/covid19 www.canada.ca/covid19

COVID-19 Resources

� Vaccines in Toronto 
� Changes to City Services 

� Business Resources
� Mental Health Resources
� Local COVID-19 Bylaws

� Ontario’s Vaccine Plan
� Roadmap to Reopen
� Schools & Child Care

� Ontario works & ODSP
� Business Grants

�Vaccine Authorization
� Travel & Immigration

� Rent Subsidy (CERS)
� Wage Subsidy (CEWS)
� Employment Insurance

The City of Toronto operates nine mass 
vaccination sites, which are capable of 
delivering 120,000 vaccines per week. 



Queens Avenue Park Improvements
Queens Avenue Park in Mimico is getting a make-
over. We’ve been working with the community to 
find out what’s needed most in this park, and con-
struction is going to begin later this fall on new play 
equipment, new seating, an accessible pathway, 
and new play surfacing. 

Lake Cres. Playground Upgrades
Lake Crescent Park is a small, but much loved 
neighbourhood space, and we’re working to make 
it better. This summer, construction will begin to 
install new play equipment, new surfacing, an 
accessible pathway, and more seating. Stay tuned 
for updates at www.markgrimes.ca.  
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PARK PROJECTS Out for a final swing before 

construction starts !

Marie Curtis Park Volleyball Courts
Due to the growing popularity of this sport, and 
the lack of any west-end beach volleyball courts, 
in 2017, I asked City staff to look at the feasibility 
of installing courts in Marie Curtis Park. Construc-
tion on the 6 sand courts has now been complet-
ed, and these are the first beach volleyball courts 
in Etobicoke.  

Van Dusen Pedestrian Bridge
Rehabilitation work to the Mimico Creek is ongo-
ing to protect the sanitary sewers, restore eroded 
banks, and repair failing walls. Following this 
work, the Van Dusen Pedestrian Bridge will be 
replaced. Work is expected to be completed later 
this fall. More information is available at  
www.toronto.ca/mimicocreek. 

New Toronto Bell Box Murals
I’m partnering again with Community Matters & 
Lakeshore Arts to bring the Bell Box Mural Pro-
gram to New Toronto this summer. Artists will paint 
murals on 8 Bell utility boxes in the neighbourhood, 
using themes selected by the local community, 
with assistance from the New Toronto Ratepayers 
Association. 

HERITAGE

CLIMATE  
ACTION

TRAFFIC  
SAFETY

I’ve lived in Etobicoke-Lakeshore for a very long time.  
I grew up here, and I’ve watched our community change 
through my own eyes. While change brings new op-
portunity, it’s important that we also preserve the histo-
ry of our neighbourhoods. Understanding where we’ve 
come from will help guide us in the direction we’re going.  

During my tenure at City Council, I have never voted against 
a heritage designation. I was one of the few City Councillors 
to support the Bata Shoe Museum. I worked with our com-
munity to preserve the Mimico Train Station, and efforts 
are still underway to make it usable for residents. I hosted 
a historical night for our community where residents were 
able to bring old photographs for inclusion in the city’s ar-
chives. I worked to preserve the New Toronto Cenotaph, 
which is now at its new home in Colonel Samuel Smith Park. 
I worked to save and relocate of the last remaining pillar of 
the Long Branch Public School (c. 1915). I worked with city 
staff and local artists to complete the Thirtieth Street Mural, 
which pays homage to our community’s indigenous history. 

Etobicoke-Lakeshore has a rich history, one that can’t be cov-
ered in this short article, but you can find pieces of it every-
where you go. In Humber Bay Shores you’ll find the last re-
maining footing of the old Palace Pier dance hall that burned 
down in 1963. Among the historical treasures you’ll find in 
Mimico is the façade of St. Leo’s school, which was built in

The murals scattered along Dundas throughout the Islington 
BIA area pay homage to different periods of our community’s 
history.  The historic estates of the Kingsway area sit next to 
the Old Mill, which was constructed near the site of Toronto’s 
first sawmill, which was built in 1793, and later burnt down. 
The namesake for the Thompson Orchard area comes from 
the Thompson family who date back to the area since the early 
1800s, and became known for their high quality of fruit. The 
Sunnylea-Stonegate area borders the historic Humber River, 
which served the indigenous peoples of the area for generations.   Our neighbourhoods can’t be reduced to a single historical el-
ement. Whether you’re new to the area or you’ve lived here 
for decades, I’d encourage you to dive in to see what you can 
learn about your neighbourhood. 

One of the most pressing issues facing our world today 
is climate change. Effectively tackling climate change is 
something that needs commitment at the local, national, 
and global levels. In October 2019, Toronto City Council 
voted unanimously in favour of declaring a climate emer-
gency. Through this action, we committed to strengthening 
the TransformTO Climate Action Strategy that Council ap-
proved in 2017, and targeted an accelerated timeline for 
reducing our greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to net zero 
by 2050 or sooner. We’re expecting a progress report lat-
er this year, but you can learn more about the Transform-
TO initiative by visiting www.toronto.ca/transformto. 
 
Homes and buildings are the largest source of emission in 
Toronto, accounting for about 55% of total community-wide 
emissions. The City is targeting that all new city-owned build-
ings will be designed and built to near net zero GHG emis-
sions by 2030, with older buildings to be retrofitted to the

highest emission reduction feasible. If you’re looking to make 
some energy efficient upgrades to your home, you can apply 
for the City’s Home Energy Loan Program (HELP) to receive 
low-interest loans for insulation, new windows, more efficient 
heating and cooling systems, and rooftop solar panels. Ear-
lier this year, the Government of Canada announced an ad-
ditional $14.6 million in funding to support the City’s HELP 
program. You can learn more about this program at https://
bit.ly/3x3dkrf or check out www.betterhomesto.ca for more 
information on making your home more energy efficient. 
 
Making your home more energy efficient is one way you can 
help us reach our emission reduction target, but did you know 
that you can also help to increase the City’s tree canopy?

private land to help enhance and expand our urban forest, 
and improve the health of the environment. Through the City’s 
Tree Planting Strategy, grants and incentives are provided to 
community organizations to fund programs such as the Long 
Branch Neighbourhood Association’s “Tree for Free” event, 
where they give away native trees and shrubs for planting on 
private property. Residents can also submit a tree planting 
request through 311 for planting in front of your home on 
the public road allowance. Learn more about this program 
at www.markgrimes.ca/street-tree-planting. To help protect 
our efforts to increase the tree canopy, in 2018, I moved 
a motion to strengthen tree protection in Long Branch – a 
neighbourhood that has been under increasing development 
pressure, which puts many of the mature trees at risk. You 
can read about my motion by visiting https://bit.ly/3z4lwJT.  

Traffic safety continues to be one of the things I hear about 
most from our community, and it continues to be one of my 
top priorities. I work closely with the City’s Transportation 
Services department on new traffic safety requests. As a re-
sult of the COVID-19 pandemic, traffic studies have been 
paused until normal traffic volumes resume on our roads. 
These studies are the critical component in determining 
whether or not a new stop sign, a speed limit reduction, 
or speed humps are warranted on a particular street – we 
need to be sure that we are putting forward the most ef-
fective solution to respond to a specific traffic safety con-
cern. My office is keeping track of all local requests, so if 
you have a traffic safety concern, please contact my of-
fice to ensure it is addressed when traffic studies resume. 

In 2018, City Council adopted the Vision Zero Road Safety 
Plan. As part of this plan, the speed limit on all local roads 
will be lowered to 30km/h over the next several years. Staff 
will be bringing forward reports to Community Council for 
each area in order to start the process for reducing the speed 
limits on thousands of roads across the City. Vision Zero staff 
are undertaking the process using a data driven approach, 
and will be prioritizing the rollout based on rates of injury 
on local roads over the last 5 years. On this basis, Etobi-
coke-Lakeshore ranks comparatively low to other Wards in 
the Etobicoke-York District – coming in at 4 out of 5 for the 
lowest rate of injury collisions per kilometre of local road. 
There’s still vast room for safety improvements on our local 
roads, and I will continue to work with City staff, enforce-
ment, and all of you on changes to make our roads safer. 

We expect the 30km/h report for Etobicoke-Lake-
shore to come to Community Council in 2022. Be sure 
to stay tuned to my eNews for updates on this rollout.  
 
We can reduce speed limits and put up all of the new signs 
that we want, but at the end of the day, we need assistance 
from our enforcement partners to help get the message to 
drivers that they need to follow the rules of the road. A great 
tool that we can all use to help tell Toronto Police where the 
problem areas are, is the Citizen Online Reporting Entry at 
www.torontopolice.on.ca/core. TPS Officers check this 
portal before every shift to see where resources need to be 
deployed – if you see some drivers repeatedly disobeying 
posted signs or speed limits, please report it to Toronto Police.

Humber Bay Park East Building
City staff are completing the designs, and undertaking 
some further studies to finalize the plans for the new 
recreation building in Humber Bay Park East. The 
new building will be integrated into the landscape, to 
keep with the naturalized aesthetic of the area, and 
the project is anticipated to begin early next year, with 
work on the revitalization of the ponds to begin later 
this fall. Stay tuned to my eNews for updates. 

Bisset Park DOLA

Bell Manor Splash Pad

See the before & after on this box 
painted in Long Branch last year

The old bridge (pictured) was 
closed last year due to public safety 

concerns. Luckily, it was already 
scheduled to be replaced this year. 

The building concept came from 
years of planning & public  

consultation

Mabelle Parkette

Tom Riley Park PlaygroundGrand Avenue Park

Excited to give this park some 
much needed TLC !

Volleyball courts are set !  
Are you ready to get served?

Designs are being finalized for a new outdoor space, 
field house, planted walls, and rain garden in the 
Mabelle Parkette. The project is being led by MA-
BELLEarts in partnership with Toronto Community 
Housing. I doubled the budget for this project by 
allocating more funding from local development fees, 
and MABELLEarts are continuing to fundraise for the 
project. Work is anticipated to begin next spring. 

This is just a snapshot of a few of the ongoing 
parks projects in the Ward. Stay up to date on all 
community park projects !! Sign up for my eNews  

at www.markgrimes.ca

  CYCLING 
 PLAN
In 2016, City Council approved the 10 year 
Cycling Network Plan to connect, grow, 
and renew infrastructure for Toronto’s cy-
cling routes. In 2019, I voted to expand the 
plans through the Cycling Network Plan 
Update. Under the updated plan, there is 
a longer-term overall proposed network, 
as well as detailed three year rolling im-
plementation plan for new cycling routes 
throughout the City. Projects are priori-
tized based on a multitude of factors such 
as demand, transit access, connectivity, 
safety, upcoming road construction, trip 
generators, barriers, equity, and coverage. 
 
Westbound Extensions
Westerly extensions of bike lanes along 
major corridors like Bloor have always 
been a part of the overall plan. Now that the 
extension to Runnymede has been com- 

pleted, Transportation Services is propos-
ing to include two phases of extensions 
of the Bloor Street West Bikeway from 
Runnymede Road to Royal York Road, 
and then Royal York Road to Resurrec-
tion Road (Six Points interchange) to be 
included in the next phase of the cycling 
plan. Later this Fall, City Council will be 
considering a report on the Cycling Net-
work Near Term Plan (2021-2023), which 
will include these extensions. If the Cy-
cling Network Plan is approved by City 
Council this Fall, staff will begin stakehold-
er and public consultation and design for 
the first phase to Royal York Road later 
this year, targeting 2023 implementation, 
followed by consultation and design of the 
second phase to Six Points. Be sure to 
stay tuned to my eNews for updates on 
when this report will come to City Coun-
cil, as well as dates for consultation. 

Tree Planting & Protection
To reach the goal of a 40% tree canopy cover, the 
City is investing in tree planting and stewardship on 

Contact my office for a “Slow Down” sign for your lawn to 
help remind drivers to ease off the gas in our neighbourhoods

Adding More Parks & Greenspace
Over the next 5 years, Etobicoke-Lake-
shore is getting 12 acres of new parks 

and greenspace through development in 
the Ward. 

Environmentally Friendly de-icers
The use of salt as a de-icer has result-
ed in some significant impacts on the  

environment and on local wildlife. 
 

Earlier this year, I moved a motion to  
request that the City pilot some 

eco-friendly de-icers in environmental-
ly senstive areas in Toronto.  

 

Back in 2017, I moved a motion  
asking the Province to double fines for 
speeding on residential streets, near 

school zones, and around playgrounds 
and daycare centres. 

Community Safety Zones

Protecting Community History
Last fall, we lost a piece of history in 

Mimico with the demolition of 98  
Superior Avenue, due to a loophole in the 

permit process.  
 

In December, I moved a motion calling 
for a review of this process in order to 

close loopholes like this one that is  
exploited by developers – this motion 
was unanimously supported by City 

Council.

Some unexpected water main work temporarily paused 
this project earlier this year, but crews are getting back 
on track. Phase One is anticipated for completion in  
October, and will include the multi-use sports field,  
water play facility, temporary dogs off leash area, 
parking lot, and walkways. Phase Two is expected to 
begin later this year and includes the installation of the 
playground and washroom building. 

Layout of Phase One of the  
Grand Avenue Park project

City staff have been collecting feedback from the 
community on the concepts for upgrades, which 
will include a new play structure, junior and senior 
playground equipment, rubber surfacing, sandbox, 
and an accessible pathway. I allocated more funding 
to this project to make it bigger and better for our 
community. Work is expected to begin later this fall. 
Stay tuned to my eNews for more updates !

Designs for the park are based on 
a theme chosen by the community

Bell Manor Park is getting a new splash pad !  
City staff are planning for public consultations this 
summer to help select the spray feature theme. 
Construction is anticipated to begin next spring. Be 
sure to sign up for my eNews at www.markgrimes.ca 
for updates on this project, and for information on the 
consultation dates.  I’m thrilled to bring some upgrades 

to the existing splash pad !

Last year, I moved a motion to direct Parks staff to 
proceed with the planning of a Dogs Off Leash Area 
(DOLA) in Bisset Park to provide a space for resi-
dents in the Alderwood and Sherway areas to take 
their dogs. This is an exciting project for residents in 
these areas, so be sure to stay tuned to my eNews 
for updates and next steps for this DOLA !

This is an exciting opportunity for 
our furry friends in the Alderwood 

and Sherway areas !

In 2019, I met with Leah from MA-
BELLEarts to find out how I could 

help support this project 

1926, and Council voted 
to have it designated un-
der the Ontario Heritage 
Act. In New Toronto you’ll 
find the buildings of the 
former Lakeshore Psy-
chiatric Hospital which 
operated from 1889-
1979, and is now home 
to Humber College. In 
Long Branch you’ll find 
numerous historical 
homes, and the recent 
addition of a plaque to 
commemorate how the 
Long Branch Summer 
Resort became the Vil-
lage of Long Branch. 

After I had the New Toronto 
Cenotaph moved to Col. Sam 
Smith Park last Fall, I worked 
with the Legion Branch 643 to 

engrave a tribute to our Canadian 
Soliders’ service in Afghanistan & 

Peacekeeping missions

Brown’s Line in Alderwood once served as the track 
leading to the farm of Joseph and Mary Brown who pur-
chased land in 1839, near what is now Evans Avenue.

The 10 Year Cycling Plan 
aims to invest $16 million 
per year in cycling infra-
structure across the City. 


